UNDERSTANDING
OUR UNIVERSE AT SCITECH

On 5 November, our science class went on an excursion
to SciTech. The purpose of this trip was to gain a further
understanding of the creation of our universe and an insight
into an aspect of gene technology and also have fun doing
so! Our teacher, Dr. Henderson, and our year coordinator,
Mrs. Willesee accompanied us on this fantastic experience
to learn more about science.

When we reached SciTech we were taken to the Planetarium
along with a number of students from other schools. The
huge domelike structure was pitch black when we entered.
After the presenter Chloe introduced herself she brought
up a spectacular view of the night before as it would be
seen in the unpolluted sky. From that moment the show
kicked off as she explained to us the location of some of the
constellations and the many planets in our solar system. She
also let us have a bit of a thrill and spun the dome around
which made some of us quite giddy. The next part of the
presentation brought about some of the theories about the
beginning of our universe and the speculation concerning
life on other planets. In this we also learnt that possible life
on other planets or even in other solar systems may not
require all things we need to live but may need something
else like iron oxide instead. The planetarium experience was
awesome.

After a short break, our class entered the CSIRO Science Lab,
where we had a-hands-on experience exploring the field
of gene technology. Inside the lab we were given a case to
solve and were asked to match the sample DNA evidence
with the DNA of four “suspects”. After an interactive talk
discussing DNA structure we tried our hand at extracting
DNA ourselves and then placed it in tubes for further
inspection.

Finally we had the chance to explore SciTech for our own
enjoyment. Some examples of the numerous exhibits were;
a device that responded to the sound waves of your own
voice (it moved when we moved), a pulley system carrying
a chair from which you could lift yourself up in ease; and
a tube-like structure in which you could write messages
and send to a person on the other side of the room, just by
jumping on a cushion.

The excursion was a fantastic experience and if the
opportunity ever arises again we would love to go.

Shreya Bhushan and Lipi Chakravorty
Year 8 students

YEAR 12 COORDINATOR

It has finally happened, school’s out and all the exams are over for the
graduating Class of 2008. By now many of you will be taking a well earned
break and I hope you have enjoyed some relaxation. The next few weeks
will be an anxious time as you await news of success in the TEE and offers
of courses or employment.

| look back fondly on the last five years as a most challenging and
rewarding part of my career. | am left with many lovely reminders of you
all and thank you for your kindness and friendship.

Valedictory was a very special and proud night for me as | greeted you
all on stage. | have received numerous letters and emails from parents
saying how much they enjoyed the evening. Thanks to all for making it
such a fantastic night.

I have had a recent update on the use of the money from our major
fundraiser last year. You will be pleased to know that you have sponsored
a place in schools for over 70 students. That has included fees, uniforms
and books. Your funding also provided new desks for one of the schools
in the Kabira slum. There was also sufficient money left to buy soft
books, toys and playground equipment for another school that caters for
students with disabilities. This was a remarkable result and one that is well
appreciated by the recipients of your generosity.

As | have said before, | have been extremely lucky to have been the
coordinator of this group of outstanding individuals. You continued to
astound me and by the time of our wonderful Winter Wonderland Ball
| knew that you had arrived at a new level of social sophistication and
maturity. The future is in safe hands and | look forward to following your
future.

Thanks again to your parents for their ongoing support over the last five
years. | have enjoyed the partnership with parents and the school which
has been a vital part to our success story.

To my Class of 2008, it has been a fantastic journey with you. Enjoy your
holidays as I know | will enjoy mine, deep sea fishing off the South Island
of New Zealand.

Keep in touch and best wishes for the future.

Mr Gerard Rennie
Year 12 Coordinator, 2008
Phone 9259 2100 ext 258

NEWS

Community Information Session
Wednesday 19 November 2008




ACCESS 10 AWARD

Access 10 students recently received a BP Education Grant Award for their Bull Creek Blitz
project. The students are pictured on one of the park benches they made with their class.

Paul Taman
Access 10 Coordinator

YEAR 10 EXAMS

The Year 10 students have just completed their Semester Two examinations. | congratulate
the many students who have taken heed of and implemented the advice they received after
their Semester One examinations to strengthen their performance this semester. The results
from these exams give a further indication about the likelihood of students being successful
in the various upper school subjects they are contemplating for next year.

These exams and their results are not intended to be the final summary of student learning in
Year 10. New content and skills continue to be taught in all classes. The following weeks also
provide a valuable opportunity to redress any areas of concern that these exams may have
highlighted to ensure that all students commence Year 11 with the appropriate background
knowledge to experience success in the chosen subjects.

Mr Steve Holyoake
Year 10 Co-ordinator 2008
Phone 9259 2100 ext 218

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR 2008

The last day of Term 4 is Thursday 18 December. There is NO School Development Day on
either Monday 17 December or Tuesday 18 December as shown on the 2008 Rossmoyne
Senior High School Student Diary. All Year 8,9 and 10 students are expected to attend classes
on Thursday.

Friday December Melbourne Volleyball Tour

Monday December Year 7 Orientation Day

Wednesday | December P&C Meeting; 7.30pm Staffroom

Tuesday December Years 8-10 Awards Assembly.

Semester 2 Reports distributed to

WIS BE il students at end of day.

800¢ dVANT VO

Thursday December

Last day for staff and students

Early Closing Days 2008 Term 4 - Monday

YOUTH
POSITIVE IMAGE
AWARD

The purpose of this award is

to acknowledge some of the
excellent aspects of our youth

in a world where attention

seems sometimes to focus on

the negative aspects of young
people. Nicola McDonald is
Rossmoyne Senior H igh School’s
representative in the Youth
Positive Image Award. Nicola was
presented with a perpetual trophy
at the recent school assembly

in recognition of the attributes
she demonstrated during the
fundraiser, the World's Greatest
Shave. During this event her
positive approach, persistence
and politeness made her an
excellent role model and source of

inspiration for her peers.

Nicola McDonald

YEAR 11 REPORTS

(AND BOOKLISTS)
will be posted.

Please ensure your mailing
address is current.





