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Parent Information 



The Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE)  
• Awarded to students who have successfully  

completed our rigorous senior secondary education 
program. 

Requires students to: 
• be eligible to apply for university admission or  
• achieve a Certificate II (or higher) in a Vocational 

Education and Training (VET) qualification.  

What is a WACE? 



• There are WACE courses across a range of subject 
areas that students can mix and match to achieve 
their goals after secondary school. Courses are 
referred to as List A and B. List A includes Arts, 
Languages and Social Sciences. List B includes Maths 
,Science and Technology. 
 

WACE courses 



Australian Tertiary 
Admission Rank 
(ATAR) courses 

For students aiming to enrol in university direct from school. 
ATAR courses will be examined by the Authority and contribute 
to the achievement of an ATAR.  

General courses For students aiming to enter further training or the workforce 
direct from school. These courses are not examined in by the 
Authority. An External Set Task is tested Term 2. 

Foundation courses For those who need additional help in demonstrating the 
minimum standard of literacy and numeracy. 

Vocational Education 
and Training (VET) 
industry specific 
courses 

For students who are aiming to enter further training or the 
workforce directly from school. These courses include a full, 
nationally recognised qualification and mandatory industry-
related workplace learning. 

WACE courses 



VET programs VET qualifications are for students wishing to participate in 
nationally recognised training. A Certificate II or higher is one 
of the range of requirements for achieving a WACE. These 
qualifications contribute to the WACE as unit equivalents. 

Endorsed programs Endorsed programs provide access to areas of learning not 
covered by WACE courses or VET programs and contribute to 
the WACE as unit equivalents. They are for students wishing to 
participate in programs which are delivered in a variety of 
settings by schools, workplaces, universities and community 
organisations. 

WACE programs 



• For those who may need modification to the curriculum 
to meet their special needs.  

• Have been developed for students who have been 
identified as having a learning difficulty and/or an 
intellectual disability. 

• They provide a relevant option for students who: 
– cannot access the ATAR or General course content 

with adjustment and/or disability provisions 
– require modified and/or independent education 

plans. 

Preliminary course units 



• The WACE requires students to demonstrate breadth 
and depth of study and to reach specified 
achievement standards, including a literacy and 
numeracy standard. 

What is involved in achieving a WACE? 



Students must: 
• demonstrate a minimum standard of literacy and a 

minimum standard of numeracy  
• complete a minimum of 20 units or equivalents as 

described in the WACE Manual 
• complete at least four Year 12 ATAR courses 

(excluding unacceptable combinations) or complete* 
a Certificate II (or higher) VET qualification.  

General requirements 



• A unit is a component of content that can be feasibly taught in about half 
a 'school year' (approximately 50–60 hours duration including assessment 
and examinations) of senior secondary studies. Units in ATAR, General, 
Foundation and VET industry specific courses are designed to be studied 
and reported in pairs (that is, as a year-long program of study), although in 
Year 11 ATAR, General and Foundation courses, units may be studied and 
reported singly. Units in Preliminary courses are studied and reported 
singly.  Eg Unit 1 & 2 Human Biology = 2 units  Year 11. Unit 3 & 4 Year 12 = 
2 units  

• Unit equivalents 
• VET qualifications and completed endorsed programs can be counted as a 

certain number of unit equivalents for WACE course units, thus reducing 
the number of WACE course units required for the WACE.  
 

Unit  



Students must complete a minimum of 20 units or the 
equivalent. This requirement must include at least: 
• a minimum of ten Year 12 units or the equivalent 
• two completed Year 11 units from an English course 

and one pair of completed Year 12 units from an 
English course 

• one pair of Year 12 units from List A  
• one pair of Year 12 units from List B. 

Breadth and depth 



• Students must achieve 14 C grades (or equivalents, 
more about this later) in Year 11 and Year 12 units, 
including at least six C grades in Year 12 units (or 
equivalents). 

• 6 C grades YR 12 = 3 year long courses at C or higher 
• 8 C grades YR 11 = 4 courses at C or higher 
• Total  = 14 Cs minimum to obtain WACE  

 

Achievement standard 



• If a student chooses not to complete the course requirements 
to achieve an ATAR, they will need to complete a minimum of 
a Certificate II in addition to their other course enrolments to 
achieve their WACE. 

• Studying VET provides credit towards the number of course 
units students need to complete to achieve their WACE. 

• There are limits to the number of VET programs (not VET 
industry specific courses) that may contribute to the WACE. 

• Students will typically enrol in 4 or 5 additional courses to 
meet the WACE requirement. 

VET programs 



• Unit equivalence can be obtained through VET 
qualifications and/or endorsed programs.  

• The maximum unit equivalence available through 
these programs is eight units – four Year 11 units and 
four Year 12 units. 

Unit equivalences 



Students may obtain unit equivalence through: 
• up to eight unit equivalents through completion of VET 

qualifications, or 
• up to four unit equivalents through completion of 

endorsed programs, or 
• up to eight unit equivalents through a combination of 

VET qualifications and endorsed programs, but with 
endorsed programs contributing no more than four unit 
equivalents. 
 

Unit equivalence (2) 



VET equivalences 
Completed qualification Equivalence 

total 
Credit allocation (units) 

Year 11 Year 12 

Certificate I 2 units 2 — 

Certificate II 4 units 2 2 

Certificate III and higher (partial)* 4 units 2 2 

Certificate III and higher (complete) 6 units 2 4 
• For a completed Certificate I, units of competency must have a 

minimum of 110 nominal hours. 
• For a completed Certificate II, the achievement of units of 

competency must be a minimum of 220 hours.  More substantial 
elective units may be required to ensure the minimum is met. 



VET industry specific courses 
VET industry specific 
course qualification 

General course units Meets minimum 
qualification requirement 

for WACE Year 11 Year 12 

Certificate I Units 1 and 2 — — 

Certificate II Unit 1 and 2 Units 3 and 4  

Certificate III and higher Units 1 and 2 Units 3 and 4  

• Contribute towards the WACE. 

• Enable students to count their VET achievement as having met the 
‘C’ grade requirement and satisfy the Certificate II or higher 
requirement. 



• A student can only use endorsed programs for 2 
units of equivalence in Year 11 and two units in Year 
12 - but this must be considered in relation to the 
total number of equivalences being claimed for 
through VET. 
 

Endorsed programs 



• Workplace Learning is an Authority-developed 
endorsed program that is managed by individual 
schools. To complete this program, a student works 
in one or more real workplace/s to develop a set of 
transferable workplace skills.  

• Students may accrue a maximum of two Year 11 
units and two Year 12 units in Workplace Learning to 
contribute towards their WACE. 

Workplace Learning endorsed program 



• Students can change courses in Year 11 before the 
date published in the current year’s edition of the 
WACE Activities Schedule  

• Students can switch between course types. There are 
points in the semester after which they should not 
change courses because it would be unlikely they 
could complete work. 

Changing courses 



Why is a minimum standard of literacy and numeracy 
required?   
• Meeting this standard: 

– is valued by employers and post-school training 
providers  

– ensures all students leave school with the best 
chances of future success. 

It is required by all students, not matter what study 
pathway they undertake in secondary school. 

Why a Literacy and Numeracy Standard? 



To achieve a WACE from 2016, students will need to 
demonstrate a minimum standard of literacy and 
numeracy by either: 
• achieving Band 8 or above in reading, writing and 

numeracy in their Year 9 NAPLAN, or 
• demonstrating the standard through the Online 

Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA).    

Demonstrating the standard 



<<embed OLNA prezzi>> 






• If students do not demonstrate the required standard, 
they will not be eligible for a WACE.  

• All students receive a Western Australian Statement of 
Student Achievement (WASSA), which records every 
course and program a student has completed in 
secondary school. 

• If students demonstrate the required minimum standard 
after they have left school, they will be awarded the 
WACE (assuming they have met all other WACE 
requirements). 

What if students miss the standard? 



• Adjustments will be made to OLNA  conditions if a 
student’s access to the assessment is significantly 
affected by a disability, impairment, illness or 
impediment.  

• Evidence of a disability diagnosed by a specialised 
medical professional is required for adjustment. 

OLNA disability adjustments 



Adjustments typically requested for approval by principals 
include: 
• rest breaks and provision for a pause button 
• extra time to work 
• a reader 
• scribe assistance for the writing component 
• use of a support person for the reading and numeracy 

components 
• special formats.  

OLNA — Typical adjustments 



Foundation courses  
• Developed for students who have not yet met the 

minimum standards through the Online Literacy and 
Numeracy Assessment. 

• Focus on literacy and numeracy skills, practical work-
related experience and the opportunity to build personal 
skills that are important for life and work. 

• Students who have achieved the minimum standard of 
literacy and/or numeracy through the OLNA are not 
eligible to enrol in Foundation courses. 
 
 

Assistance to meet the standard 



• All students receive a Western Australian Statement 
of Student Achievement (WASSA) when they 
complete Year 12. 

• Details of every course and program a student has 
completed in their senior secondary years. 

• Helpful when applying for further training or 
employment. 

WASSA – All students 



Achievement of WACE requirements Completed Preliminary units 

Achievement of literacy (reading and 
writing) standard 

Completed VET industry specific units 

Achievement of numeracy standard Successfully completed VET qualifications 
and VET units of competency  

Achievement of exhibitions and awards Completed endorsed programs 

School grades, school marks, and 
combined scores in ATAR units 

Number of community service hours 
undertaken (if reported by the school) 

School grades and school marks in 
General and Foundation units 

Information included on a WASSA 



• What's an ATAR? 
• An ATAR ranges between 99.95 and zero, and reports your rank position 

relative to all other students. It takes into account the number of students 
who sit the WACE examinations in any year and also the number of people 
of Year 12 school leaving age in the total population. In 2008 the TEA 
(Tertiary Entrance Aggregate) replaced the TES (Tertiary Entrance Score).  

• Your TEA will be calculated and then converted to an ATAR, which tells you 
where you're ranked relative to other students. This will be the same 
position as a ranking based on your TEA, but the TEA isn't able to convey 
this information directly to you. If you have an ATAR of 70.00, for example, 
it indicates that you've achieved as well as or better than 70% of the Year 
12 school leaver age population.  

ATAR 

http://www.tisc.edu.au/static/guide/admission-req-sleaver.tisc


For students and parents 





Thank you for your attendance 
 
Any Questions ? 
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