Rossmoyne Senior High School

Our history
Today’s culture

Preparing Future Ready Citizens

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS OVERVIEW
Rossmoyne Senior High School first opened its doors in
1968, and due to its increased popularity and reputation
of producing successful academic students was classed
as a local intake school requiring its students and their
families reside within the school boundary.
Rossmoyne is an Independent Public School, which
provides greater autonomy for decision making at a local
school level through the School Board.
There are 2150 students and growing. The House
system (Barra, MacNeill, Ross, Stewart) encourages:
• student belonging and connection to the school;
• peer support networks; and

• Cafeteria opened in 2012. It allows students to
purchase their lunch and enjoy it in comfort. Eftpos or
cash sales are available and it is best to order before
school as it does get busy during break periods.
• Colonnade artwork by artist Rick Vermey features
some of our school’s core values – written in the four
languages that are offered at Rossmoyne.
• List of binary-coded words sandblasted in the
colonnade pillars include words such as grow,
innovate, improve, achieve, dream, challenge.

English Language building

• positive student-teacher relationships.

• Rossmoyne is a Gifted and Talented Languages
school offering Chinese, French, German and
Japanese.

Performing and Visual Arts Centre (PVAC)

• English and Languages share the building, which
opened in 2012.

• This building was opened in 2004 and had major
extensions in 2011 for use in 2012.
• The auditorium is where our students hold drama
and musical performances. Retractable seating
and latest lighting equipment is available for
performances. Many parent information evenings are
held in this venue.
• Music foyer and music classrooms as well as sound
booths for private instrumental lessons.
• Visual Art and Photography foyer and classrooms.
• Outdoor amphitheatre is where outdoor concerts and
drama performances are performed in summer. Also
a range of other events are held in this area during
break periods during the school term.

Function Room
• The Function Room is used for events such as
P&C Meetings and our parent events including
Rossmingle. Monthly guest speakers present to
parents topics such as The Adolescent Mind, Talking
with Teens and Cyber Safety. These are free of
charge to parents of Rossmoyne students.

Courtyard and Mathematics building
• Rossmoyne is an approved specialist Mathematics
school.
• At break times the Year 7 students meet just outside
the mathematics building. They are welcome to play on
the oval during these breaks too.
• Year 7s have access to this Maths block and specialty
facilities around the school (eg. Science Laboratories,
Technology, Arts Centre and HUB).
• Anne Neil drew inspiration from the deciduous blooms
of the jacaranda tree for this art piece. RSHS campus
is populated with jacaranda trees. Three hundred
and fifty triangular ‘buds’ have been created each
representing the inaugural Year 7 class in 2015.

Outdoor Courts and Beach Volleyball Courts
• Rossmoyne is an approved specialist volleyball school.
• P&C funded Beach Volleyball courts. Opened in 2015.
• All hardcourts full of students during breaks and PE times.

• At times the Function Room is used for meetings and
several student classes.

Science

• Student Café and Colonnade.

• Kitchen Garden + outdoor covered area.
• Design and Technology area, clothing and cooking
upstairs, woodwork, computing and Robotics
downstairs.
• Science building completed and officially opened in 2007.
• Senior students in Year 11 and Year 12 meet for
breaks near Science building.
• Bull Creek Wetlands behind Science is a wonderful
curriculum resource.

Dance Studio, Health & Wellbeing Centre and Gym
• Fully equipped dance studios downstairs under gym.
Opened in 2018.
• PE uses Gym fully; other PE facilities include;
swimming pool, two sporting fields, two weights
rooms, Health & Wellbeing Centre, and general
classrooms.
• Swimming Pool opened in 1978.
• Gym is where school assemblies are held. Opened
in 1985 and was first used for an exam!

HASS corridor, VET, Student Central and General
Corridor
• Humanities and Social Sciences – History,
Economics, Politics, Law, Geography
• Vocational Education - During Year 10 students are
counselled on career pathways, University, TAFE or
the workforce. This area was once considered for
TAFE bound students however this has changed.
Our students have also won national and State
awards for the Vocational Training.

• Health & Wellbeing Centre opened in 2013 as too
the two sporting fields.

• Student Central - This is where all the House
Leaders, Nurse/Medical centre, Chaplain and School
Psychologist are based.

Hall to HUB

• Parent communication is required with Student
Central when a student is absent or needs to leave
the school grounds early for appointments.

• Hall was original gymnasium. Canteen used to be
near the Hall.
• Students are able to use the HUB resources before
and after school. It is open at 8.00am and closes at
4.00pm. Students may use the computers for the
internet and there is also a colour photo copier
available to them.
• All new students are required to provide their own
device.

Quads
• This area here is where our Year 8 and Year 10
students meet in the morning, first and second
break to eat lunch. Students are permitted to use
designated class rooms in winter during wet weather.

• Indigenous Garden and student artwork on walls.

OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION
•

Rossmoyne offers Department Gifted and Talented
(GT) program in Languages (Chinese, French,
German and Japanese) and Approved Specialist
Programs in Mathematics, Classical Music and
Volleyball.

•

GT Languages is an accelerated program where
it is possible for a student to complete the Year 12
course and exam in Year 11.

•

Our Specialist Mathematics students receive
teaching strategies which emphasise critical and
creative thinking in their maths and science classes.

•

The Classical Music specialist program is for
out-of-boundary students. Year 7 music studies
at Rossmoyne SHS is usually a continuation of
instrumental music studies begun in primary school.

•

The specialist Volleyball program has Year 7
students attending training sessions before or
after school. In Year 8, 9 and 10 the students
study volleyball as one of their electives. Each
year Specialist Volleyball students compete in the
National Volleyball competition in Melbourne.

•

Year 7 Extension Program - The school believes
it is important that Year 7 students are given time
to settle and adjust to their new secondary school
environment. With Year 7 being a transitionary year,
students are given every opportunity to build positive
new relationships with peers and teachers. Where
possible, Year 7 students remain in their enrolled
subjects through Semester 1 to help build these
important relationships. At the commencement of
Semester 2, Mathematics students will be placed
into extension courses based on their Semester 1
results. Gifted students will be invited to participate
in after-hours extension courses for Semester 2
in English, Humanities and Social Sciences, and
Science.

•

School Uniforms are compulsory. Middle Years
wear a white cotton school shirt, full button with
logo. Senior Years wear a blue cotton school shirt.
Enclosed low heeled shoes, sturdy sports or flats.

All footwear must be black or white sports shoes.
Brightly coloured shoes may not be worn at school.
There is no compulsory school bag.
•

PE uniform - all students must bring PE uniform to
school and change at school just prior to lesson.
Students do not come to school or go home in PE
clothes. Sports attire includes black shorts with logo
and house coloured polo shirt with school logo.

•

There is a Uniform Shop, Uniform Concepts in
Willetton and a second hand uniform shop at school.
Opening hours are Friday between 8.30am and
9.30am.

•

Parents of Year 7 students are encouraged to
use the Karel Avenue and Apsley Road entrance
if they drop off or pick up their child. All students
are encouraged to ride or walk to and from school.
Several bike racks are located around the school.
Students will need to have their own lock to secure
their bicycles. Public transport is also available. All
public transport buses depart from the Aplsey Road
carpark.

•

Students are able to organise a locker through their
House Leader and purchase a sturdy lock.

•

During the first few weeks of the year students are
issued with a Smartrider/Library card, one side is
for the borrowing of resources and has the student
photo, the other side is their Smartrider for public
transport and this is their student identification.
Students can borrow up to 10 resources at one time.

•

Students can have mobile phones but they are not
to be seen or heard during school.

•

All policies such as bullying, attendance, homework
and healthy food and drink can be located on the
school’s website; www.rossmoyne.wa.edu.au

•

Bookings for school tours can be made on the
Rossmoyne website under School Tours. Generally
tours are run twice per term.

THE BEGINNINGS
Midgegooroo was a Noongar Indigenous Australian
elder who played a key role in Indigenous resistance to
white settlement in the area of Perth, Western Australia.
He was a traditional owner and leader of his home
country Beeliar which stretched from the Indian Ocean
to the Canning River and south of the Swan River.
Midgegooroo was the father of Yagan and died on 22
May 1833.
In 1834, Henry Bull was granted Crown land called
Canning Location 256 and consisted of 320 acres. He
found the land unsuitable for agriculture or development
and over the years it changed hands many times until
it was repurchased by the Crown in 1948. The Crown
intended using part of this land for a maximum security
prison but this never eventuated.
During the 1950s land in the surrounding areas of
Riverton, Mt Pleasant and Brentwood was developed
for residential use.
In the 1960s the western side of Riverton started
developing rapidly and was named Rossmoyne by
Mrs Webb, the owner of the land. Rossmoyne was the
name of a property in Scotland that she had visited and
admired. In 1962, The Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority selected a site on the south side of High Road
(now forms part of Leach Highway) to be used for a
second university in Perth.
Plans changed when the need for a high school in this
area became apparent. In 1963 the Crown set aside
a section of the Canning Location 26 for a future high
school. At the time local high school students were
travelling great distances to attend overcrowded high
schools. Parents had begun lobbying the Government
to build a new high school in the area.

The building of a new school
The first plans were drawn up by an architect from the
Public Works Department of Western Australia. These
original plans named the school Riverton High School
and also Bull Creek High School. The plans included
the original buildings and some of the proposed future
extensions.
Construction of the original buildings began in 1967 and
landscaping of the oval and grounds also commenced.
In February 1968 the school opened as Rossmoyne
High School.
Philip Carmody was appointed as Foundation Principal,
with Laurie Sawle and Esmé Horsefall as his Deputy
Principals. In developing the school identity, the Scottish
origins of the Rossmoyne name were used to reference
the Scottish clan ‘Ross’. Their clan emblem consisted of
a substantial buckled belt enclosing a hand clutching a
laurel wreath, with a motto in Latin: “Spem successus
alit”, in English meaning ‘success nourishes hope” which
seemed highly
appropriate for
a new school.
The Ross
emblem was
adapted for
the school
and still
remains as
the school
logo.
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THE FOUNDATION YEARS 1968 – 1978
A caring environment

Principal: Philip Carmody 1968 – 1977
In the opening year of Rossmoyne High School there
were 11 teachers and 198 students enrolled in six first
year classes. Rossmoyne was affectionately called the
‘white buildings in a sea of sand’.
Reflecting on the opening day in 1993 Deputy Principal,
Esmé Horsefall recalled, “I can remember the first
assembly. It was held in the Hall because of the
heat. The 198 kids looked great and I can remember
thinking – look at them! There we were – the brand new
buildings, the three of us, eight teachers and the kids.
The raw materials of a school, as it were. But there was
more to it than that. In a foundation school, you don’t
inherit methods and standards from the past; you set the
standards”.
In 1969, a new cohort of first year students began,
doubling the student population. Rossmoyne continued
to add a year to its classes each year, with numbers
growing rapidly.
By 1970 there were 800 students overall with 216 in third
year. The parents of the third year students didn’t want
their children to have to attend another school to finish
their studies. After several negotiations it was declared
that the high school could offer upper school subjects,
renaming the school Rossmoyne Senior High School.
A concrete bridge was built to improve the access from
the suburb Rossmoyne to the school. On 8 February,
1971 forty students from the school crossed the bridge
to join an opening ceremony at which Mrs Grace Leach,
widow of a former Commissioner for Main Roads, also
officially renamed the road Leach Highway. On 22 June
1971, the school’s first Head Boy, Keith Roberts died
tragically in a traffic accident on his way home from
football training. The street on which the school stands,
originally Cypress Road, was renamed Keith Road in his
honour.

Foundation Principal, Philip Carmody’s farewell, 1977.
Also in the picture: Max Petrich, Bob Henderson and Jan Thompson

Rossmoyne continued to grow. By 1972 there were
students in all years and the school was at full capacity
with 134 staff. New buildings were added every year
until 1974 as the student population increased to 1459
by the start of 1975. In 1975, a school camp site was
rented on land at Serpentine River.
As there was growing community pressure for the
government to build another high school in the area,
Willetton High School was opened in 1977, relieving
some of the overcrowding at Rossmoyne.
An annual year book created by the students was
established in 1974 with the ‘Gormagon’ magazine
published. The following year a second edition of
‘Gormagon’ was released and in 1976 the ‘Grushnek’.
The updated publication ‘Rh-‘ was released for several
years before it was no longer ‘officially’ named and
became known fondly amongst the school community
as the ‘Year Book’. The tradition of producing an annual
Year Book, celebrating Year 12 students, has continued
to this day.
Philip Carmody retired from the school in 1977. Standing
before 1350 students, he was presented with a range of
gifts from the students that reflected his interests. These
included a pair of binoculars (for watching the cricket).
The P&C provided him with a reclining rocker chair. In
a letter to the school, he thanked all and then wrote,
“But more still I am grateful for the unwavering support
of the parents in my nine years at Rossmoyne. I wish
you continuing success in maintaining the school in its
position among the great”.

Selection of Year Books

1979 – 1989
Innovation and achievement

Principals: Allan Jones 1978 – 1983 | Barry Cohen 1984 – 1992
Allan Jones was the driving force
behind some of the school’s
most important innovations
in the years between 1978
and 1983. These included
overseeing the fundraising for
the school’s swimming pool,
the implementation of the music
program and the academic
extension program. All projects
were aimed at giving more
options to Rossmoyne students,
developing a wider range of
skills and further promoting
Rossmoyne’s reputation.
The music program began in
Allan Jones’ first year in 1978.
He suggested that a joint band
be formed with the newly established Willetton Senior
High School and that the school would select a teacher
from recent student graduates. Two weeks before
the start of the school year Rod Christian, a recently
graduated music teacher working at a Perth music
shop, was employed to drive the inaugural year of the
Rossmoyne music program.
After a massive fundraising effort by the P&C the
school pool was officially opened in 1978. Earlier in the
year the school’s P&C had voiced that the school was
disadvantaged at swimming carnivals by not having a
pool of its own. After several meetings it was decided
that the P&C would raise over $40,000 and have the
pool open and ready to use by 1 December 1978, a goal
they achieved. There were many fundraising events: a
community fair raised over $9,000 and a car was raffled
for over $7,600. Principal, Allan Jones was one of the
key ticket sellers.

At the same time, the
original
Rossmoyne
student change rooms
were small and had only
five cold showers for boys
and five for girls. Over the
years attempts were made
to build more. Year Books
were full of strong student
opinions about the need for
better change rooms. After
considerable
community
involvement and petitioning
to various departments,
new change rooms were
built between January and
July 1978.
In 1979 the Education
Department began a scheme in which certain schools
were designated as “special studies schools”.
Rossmoyne suggested its “special status” be Mandarin
Chinese and its application was approved.
Barry Cohen joined the school as Principal in 1984
and commenced plans to develop a new music room,
upgrade facilities such as the new administration block
and staff room, covered walk ways and extensive
outdoor seating and paving for students.
In September 1985, the new gymnasium was officially
opened and was first used for exams. Prior to the
opening of the gymnasium, the Hall was used for all
sport classes. In 1987, music students and teachers
were able to make use of four new practice rooms, no
longer having to find small “cubby holes” to practise in.
A substantial fire in the library in 1988 impacted on its
use for three months. The first student computers were
introduced to the library in 1989.

1990 – 1999
A sense of self-worth through the pursuit of high standards
Principals: Barry Cohen 1984 – 1992 | Max Petrich 1993 – 1998
Rossmoyne continued to maintain an excellent reputation
with a strong demand for enrolments. Students performed
exceptionally in external examinations and the school’s
image was further enhanced by the students’ pursuit of
high standards across a wide range of activities.

a state and national
reputation for excellence
and played a significant
role in shaping the
culture of our school.

A key highlight of this decade was a focus on developing
relationships with the Rossmoyne community. A new
student services building was built and a successful Peer
Support program was developed. The program was
introduced to address the school’s priority of students
developing personal qualities of self-acceptance, selfdiscipline and self-confidence. In 1993, the school
celebrated its 25th anniversary with many festivities
throughout the year.

Parent involvement in
the school and P&C
was strong at this time,
with over 70 parents
assisting as volunteers
in
the
canteen
throughout the year.
Buns with grilled cheese
or savouries were most
popular with students.

With the volleyball program rapidly expanding, 1995 saw
the first major volleyball trip of students to Canberra.
Rossmoyne’s volleyball program quickly developed

2000 – 2010
Aspire, Excel, Respect.

Principals: Megan Donovan 2000 – 2004 | Leila Bothams 2006 – 2016
After many years of the hall being used as a dance and
drama studio, the gymnasium was extended to include
a dance studio in 2000.
In 2001, Rossmoyne won the inaugural School of the
Year Award, organised by The Australian newspaper,
beating 320 private and government schools from
around Australia. Rossmoyne’s extremely successful
music curriculum, and its wide range of academic and
sporting achievements featured in the award.
In a school newsletter celebrating the importance of
the win, Principal Megan Donovan explained that ‘the
success at Rossmoyne has depended on the goodwill of
people. I wish to acknowledge past students who have

embedded an ethos of striving to do their best across
all areas of learning at every level. This has lifted the
performance of every student and helped support other
students in excellence. There is a very strong and unique
culture of students and the whole school community
being proud of each other’s achievements. The students
are very competitive but are unique in working together
and sharing the learning and this in turn raises the
performance of everyone. This culture is still evident
within the school today.
In 2004, after much anticipation, the Performing Arts
Centre was unveiled and in 2007 our state of the art
Science building opened.

2011 – 2019
Preparing Future Ready Citizens

Principals: Leila Bothams 2006 – 2016 | Milanna Heberle 2016 – Present
During the most recent decade, Rossmoyne has
experienced an exciting growth stage with the construction
of many new buildings. The English and Languages
building and Café opened in 2012 and in 2013 the Health
and Wellbeing Centre. In 2015, the Mathematics building
was opened for the arrival of the first Year 7 students at
high school, the beach volleyball courts completed and a
new ‘drop off zone’ from Apsley Road. Most recently the
school has unveiled a Dance Studio with a leafy outlook
over the Bull Creek wetlands.

Our students enjoy the benefits of an outstanding learning
and teaching environment. The school board and staff are
committed to providing world-class educational programs
and facilities. The parent community values education and
is vitally interested in working with the school to achieve
its goals for all students. Rossmoyne maintains strong
partnerships with community service groups, employers,
businesses and higher education and training providers
that enhance and enrich educational opportunities for our
students.

Student numbers have grown to over 2180 in 2019
and enjoy a wide range of opportunities to develop
their interests, skills and abilities. Specialist enrichment
programs such as the Gifted and Talented Languages
Program and Specialist programs in Mathematics,
Classical Music and Volleyball are well established.
Students continue to represent the school in the broader
community through regular tours, competitions and
community service opportunities intrastate, interstate and
overseas. Rossmoyne is proud of the many achievements
including three Rhodes Scholars, Australian Secondary
Teacher of the Year in 2011 and our very first ATAR
Beazley medallist in 2017.

Rossmoyne continues to foster the development of
young adults who are future ready, passionate in their
endeavours, creative, generous and optimistic in their
outlook, and who will find their place as outstanding
individuals and future leaders in the global community.
A reputation for excellence in academic, sporting and
cultural pursuits and for our strong pastoral care focus
has continued. Our 50 year celebrations in 2018 provided
our school with a wonderful opportunity to re-introduce
the House System, reconnect with alumni and showcase
how the past has provided a strong foundation for the
present and future.

2019
STUDENT
COUNCILLORS

Head Boy: Zac Coleman
Head Girl: Verity Hagan
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